Ypthima kedarnathensis
Below Gagar Pass, Maheshkhan 2200m Nainital District, Kumaon, Uttarakhand, 29.v.1994 (Ykedarnathensis1) .
Three individuals from Bhimtal could not be placed.
Discussion
Although Y. kedarnathensis was described on the basis of wing pattern, which is notoriously variable in this sub-family, subsequent comparisons of male genitalia of Y. sakra sakra, Y. nikaea and a paratype of Y. kedarnathensis confirm that Y. kedarnathensis is indeed specifically different from the two former species (unpublished data).
The present record of Y. kedarnathensis constitutes an eastward extension to the known distribution of the species. Of interest is the fact that it has not been recorded from below 1600m, where butterflies have been recorded over a period of more than 40 years. It therefore appears to be restricted to the region above 1600m. Like the type locality, the present locality also has dense subtropical broadleaf forest with Quercus leucotrichophora A. Camus (Fagaceae) and Rhododendron arboreum Smith (Ericaceae) as dominant species. Singh (2007) recorded his specimens between 1600 and 1800 m. The present record from 2200m also constitutes an extension to the known altitudinal distribution of this species.
Singh (2007) mentioned a wingspan of 40-45 mm for the type material of Y. kedarnathensis. The present specimen has an expanse of 50mm but this is probably because of difference in measurements, in that the type material was measured directly from forewing tip to forewing tip (A.P. Singh pers. comm.) while the specimen examined in the present study was measured from the forewing tip to the centre of the thorax and the resulting figure doubled.
For Y. nikaea, Evans (1932) gives an expanse of 45-50 mm. Some specimens examined in the present study are larger than this, with an expanse up to 54mm.
The altitudinal distribution of Y. nikaea in the Kumaon Himalaya extends from 1200m to at least 2200m and probably higher. I have seen them on Gagar Pass (2400m) but do not have a specimen to support the observation.
